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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) Computer implemented method for computing demand forecast 
information for a demand forecast application capable of being graphically represented by a 
demand forecast tree having a single top level node with at least two branches directly emanating 
therefrom each having at least one node with a time series of observations associated therewith, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a database for storing time series of observations; 

(b) providing at least two computer servers each independently capable of computing 
demand forecast information for an entire branch of the demand forecast tree; and 

(c) simultaneously computing demand forecast information for at least two branches of 
the demand forecast tree on two different ones of said computer servers of the at least two 
computer servers . 
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2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 and further comprising the steps of: (d) allocating 
each and every branch of the demand forecast tree to a task including one or more branches for 
execution on a single computer server of the at least two computer servers where the same 
computer server computes the demand forecast information for an entire task. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 2 and further comprising the steps of (e) 
determining the number of tasks as the product of the number of computer servers available for 
computing demand forecast information and a user entered value. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 2 wherein the total number of bottom level nodes of 
the branches of each task is substantially equal for all the tasks. 

5. (Original) Computer implemented system for computing demand forecast information for a 
demand forecast application capable of being graphically represented by a demand forecast tree 
having a single top level node with at least two branches directly emanating therefrom each 
having at least one node with a time series of observations associated therewith, the system 
comprising: (a) a database server for storing time series of observations; and (b) a forecast engine 
including two or more computer servers each independently capable of computing demand 
forecast information for an entire branch of the demand forecast tree for simultaneously 



Page 10 of 20 



Appin. no. 10/058,830 Attorney Docket No. 82369 

Amdt. Dtd. July 17, 2006 
Reply to O.A. of Jan. 17, 2006 

computing demand forecast information for at least two branches of the demand forecast tree on 
two different computer servers of the at least two computer servers. 

6. (Original) The system according to claim 5 and further comprising a computer manager for 
allocating each and every branch allocating to a task including one or more branches for 
execution on a single computer server of the at least two computer servers where the same 
computer server computes the demand forecast information for an entire task. 

7. (Original) The system according to claim 6 wherein the computer manager determines the 
number of tasks as the product of the number of computer servers available for computing 
demand forecast information and a user entered value. 

8. (Original) The system according to claim 7 wherein the total number of bottom level nodes of 
the branches of each task is substantially equal for all the tasks. 
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